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I swear by Allah the most Great, 

America and those living in 
America will never dream of 
security until we experience it and 
until all disbelieving armies leave 



the land of Muhammad 3jf. 

- Shaykh Usamah bin Ladin 




Why Al-Qaeda? 



They had it all, a life of luxury, a loving family, free healthcare and education. Everything 
seemed just right, until there was no sign of them. They had disappeared without a 
trace, not leaving behind a note or a letter revealing their whereabouts. After months of 
confusion and curiosity the location of these individuals was no longer a mystery. The 
familiar bright university student, the family man of four, and the friendly next door 
neighbour, was now featured in an online video somewhere in the garrison cities of 
Syria, the sandy deserts of Yemen or in the rugged mountain peaks of Afghanistan, with 
a rifle in one hand and a Quran in the other, threatening America and its allies. This is 
not a matter of fiction, but rather the reoccurring narrative that has left parents, 
teachers and government officials boggled. What happened? Why did they leave? Why 
the violence? Why Al-Qaeda!? 

Although inscription into Jihadi organizations is not something new amongst Muslim 
youth in the West, the Syrian conflict has served almost as a catalytic element 
quadrupling the number of Europeans and Americans fighting alongside armed Islamic 
groups not only in Syria but on all Jihadi fronts. Mujahideen media outlets featuring 
blonde haired blue eyed French converts dressed in army fatigues waving around a 
black flag has left many perplexed. This bewilderment in turn has led to the publication 
of various researches, books and articles, exploring and trying to find an answer to the 
growing phenomenon of Western Mujahideen. 

The conclusions of these studies conducted however, are almost always unfair and 
flawed, and they commonly narrow the causes of "radicalization" to; psychological 
factors such as being a victim of child abuse, yearning to belong; economical factors 
such as unemployment, or emotional factors that lead to precipitous and extreme 
decisions. Rarely do such researches give a logical, realistic and fair answer as to why 
more and more youth are joining Islamic militant groups and declaring their enmity and 
hostility towards the West. This writing is an attempt to provide a clearer, fairer and 
more precise evaluation behind the causes of "extremism", and explain why yesterdays 
citizens of the state are now enemies of the state. 

9/11 was a milestone in world history, it was the beginning of a new sentiment of 
Islamophobia and the beginning of a new chapter in the war on Islam. It was also the 
beginning of a new Islamic Awakening. Despite discrimination of Muslims and hate 
literature towards Islam at an all time peak, thousands of new Muslims embraced Islam 



that year. This fascination of Islam was not only unique to new converts, but to born 
Muslims as well and as such began to reconnect with their faith, adhere to its teachings 
and more openly identify themselves as Muslims. 

After George Bush's "either you're with us or against" speech, and wars in both 
Afghanistan and Iraq, Muslim youth in the west were left in a predicament. They were 
faced with the dilemma of watching their brothers in faith in the East being butchered 
by their fellow citizens living with them here in the West. At school, they would attend 
assemblies commemorating fallen soldiers who lost their lives in Afghanistan. Walking 
home from school they would be greeted by an old neighborhood friend who recently 
returned from a campaign in Iraq. Online, on television, and in the daily newspapers 
they are haunted by headlines that read "50 civilians killed in NATO strike" and "Abuses 
in Iraqi Prisons". 

Slowly and slowly they undergo an internal battle and begin to question the morality of 
living in nations that are openly at war in the Muslim lands. Feeling as if they are 
between a rock and a hard place, they are agitated by their guilty conscience. If that 
wasn't enough to stir in them disdain for Western governments, then the negative 
portrayal of Islam in the media and the prevalent sentiments of Islamophobia amongst 
the general society was enough to make them feel as if they and their religion are being 
preyed on. 

Everywhere they turn, every channel they watch, every headline they read, they witness 
an implicit and often explicit attack on Islam. In district school boards there are debates 
whether or not to allow Muslims to pray in school. In parliament there are laws 
prohibiting headscarves. In the media there are defamatory depictions of the final 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), and instead of being criticized they are 
promoted and hailed with standing ovations. In public parks there are anti-Islamic 
demonstrations. In the Vatican the Pope describes their beloved Prophet as a murderer, 
and in Florida there are "burn a Quran day" protests. Not a day goes by without their 
faith coming under some sort of scrutiny in the media, in parliament, or in their 
classroom 

This is the situation they live at home. As for abroad they witness the almost never 
ending onslaught on their brothers and sisters in faith. The bombs over Baghdad, the 
carnage in Kandahar, the rape in Ramadi, are all unbearable realities perpetrated at the 
hands of Western states. With tears in their eyes they listen to the aching narrative of an 
Iraqi widow describe how the Americans raided their house and massacred nine 
members of her household. In Somalia, they see footage of American backed Ethiopian 
soldiers loot the Baraka Market where millions of Muslim Somalis depend on as a source 
of income. Images from Abu Ghraib and stories of horror from Bagram usually stir in 



people a feeling of disgust and sympathy, but the Muslim youth living in the west feels 
a fire in his heart. He is being burnt inside by a flame of hate that is fuelled by the 
atrocities committed by Western states and their proxies who reign over Muslim lands. 

After much contemplation they finally come to grips with the harsh reality that Islam in 
under attack. Islam is under attack in parliament, in educational institutes, and in the 
media. Even in mosques all they see from the "puppet" on the pulpit is condemnation of 
the congregation, and a chastising finger wagging at the direction of the Muslims. In 
this stage of development, the Muslim youth in the West refuses to stay stagnant and 
remain silent, so they make the decision to stand in defense of what they believe in and 
voice their opinion. 

This defense however, is not the physical armed combat that comes to mind. Contrary 
to what is commonly perceived, the Muslim youth are not raging forces of testosterone, 
who are merely steered by emotions resulting in rash decision making, nor are they 
ignorant high school dropouts that left the West because they had "nothing going for 
them". Rather, almost all these to be "radicals" are well read, bright, and intellectual. It is 
not in their nature to just simply react based on images they seen on the television or a 
lecture they heard on the internet, instead their judgments are thoroughly thought out 
and stem from logical reasoning and assessment. 

Unable to bear the suffering and suppression of Muslims abroad, and the demonization 
of Muslims at home, they adopt political activism as a means of defending what they 
believe in. Demonstrating in front of parliament, petitioning to free prisoners, and 
posting on internet blogs in disapproval of American foreign policies, are the different 
"battlefronts" where they focus their energy. They write articles in response to the head 
scarf and veil bans, they explain the illegitimacy of Kenya's war in Somalia on forums, 
and they outline the numerous human right violations and crimes against humanity 
committed by Israel. But despite all these effort to raise awareness of the plight of 
Muslims, they are unable to see the fruits of their actions. 

Although petitioning, hundreds of Muslims are still illegally detained in secret black site 
prisons. Regardless of protesting in front of parliament, laws banning the h'y'ab are still 
in legislation and are gaining more and more acceptance in European legislatures. Even 
after writing articles dispelling the lies and misconceptions concocted about Islam, still 
an overwhelming percentage of the population believe that Islam is barbaric, violent 
and not welcome in the west. Now more than ever was Islamophobia apparent. Now 
more than ever were drone strikes in use. Now more than ever were Muslims suffering. 
The pen had failed them in bettering the circumstances of their brothers and sisters in 
faith at home and abroad. A poignant conclusion, but a grim reality is that matters have 
gotten worse, not better. 



They rebuke themselves thinking how naive of them to believe that the liberation of an 
entire people could be accomplished by just posting on blogs or marching around in 
the cold waving signs. Yes, their "intellectual Jihad" wasn't a complete failure, but the 
online world and the real world are totally different. Words can combat the mind and 
influence what a person thinks, but they can't combat tanks and bullets. The words of 
Malcolm X constantly replay in their mind, "If you're not ready to die for it, take the 
words freedom out of your vocabulary". This sentiment was beginning to make more 
sense in their eyes then begging for the right of self-determination, and more sensible 
than to turn the other cheek and suffer patiently. More and more, they become 
convinced that maybe force is the answer in bringing an end to the quandaries in the 
Muslim world. 

They think to themselves that throughout history never were an oppressed and enslaved 
people liberated through peaceful demonstrations or petitioning. Even America itself 
who now hypocritically encourages the Palestinians to observe non-violent means in 
repelling the aggression of Israel, would not have existed if it hadn't taken arms against 
the British. The French who today brand those fighting against the Government of Mali 
as "terrorists", would never have chanted "liberte, egalite, fraternite", if it hadn't toppled 
the monarchy and killed their King. After carefully analyzing modern and ancient history 
and applying basic logic, they come to the conclusion that true independence is indeed 
attained through violence. 

They remind themselves that peaceful activism never has never worked and is a concept 
totally at odds with human nature. If an intruder breaks down your door, rapes and kills 
everyone in the house, dispossess your merchandise, then after all that posts a list of 
rules on the refrigerator door that he expects you to abide by, is it sensible to accept 
such behaviour? Is it sensible for anyone of good sense not to harbour hatred? Is 
anyone expected to reason with this murderer, this thug, this occupying force, and try to 
convince him to please leave the house? If the owner was to fight and kill this intruder 
would he be blamed? Of course he wouldn't. Why? Because it is human nature to 
defend oneself, one's family, one's religion and one's land. 

Why then, if such a principal is universal and elementary, are Muslims shunned and 
called terrorists when they invoke the right to self defense? What baffles the minds of 
Muslim youth even more, is how the world is oblivious and dormant to the pain of the 
Muslims. No one is taking real pragmatic steps to return Palestinians to their homes. 
The world is blind to the atrocities committed against Muslims in Burma, East Turkestan 
and Kashmir. Annoyingly, all they see instead are politicians, activists, and human right 
workers dedicate a few days every month to raise the affair of the oppressed to the 
public, and then return to their cozy lives waiting for their bi-weekly salary. 



The flame burning in the heart of the Muslim youth then intensifies. Washing their 
hands free from the futile idea of political or peaceful activism, they begin to search for 
likeminded individuals who believe in change for the Muslims. What they seek is real 
change not just nominally written on paper. Not change that merely acknowledges 
Palestine as an entity in the United Nations without striving to actualize the 
repossession of what was wrongly stripped from them. They seek change that doesn't 
merely replace one tyrant of the Muslim world with another. Change that doesn't just 
remove the shackles from the hands, only to leave the mind still enslaved. What they 
seek are individuals who are genuinely sincere in their sympathy for the Muslims and 
strive to regain the liberty, dignity, and rights of the Ummah. Individuals who are not 
going to beg for what they deserve but seize it. What they seek are individuals like 
Mullah Umar, Usamah bin Ladin, Ayman ad-Dhawaahiree, Abu Bakr al-Baghdaadee and 
other such valiant individuals! 

This is where the trail of bread has led the Muslim youth. After connecting the dots and 
carefully thinking things through, they see that al-Qaeda is the only answer that meets 
their criteria. Yes, although an enemy of the West, Islamic armed groups like the Taliban, 
Islamic State of Iraq and Shaam and al-Shabaab are exactly what the Muslim youth has 
been looking for. These are the real Islamic Governments and the only individuals with a 
pragmatic vision for the self determination, self sufficiency, progression and salvation of 
Muslims in the world we live in today and the world to come after death. They are the 
ones who feed the needy, shelter the homeless and defend the weak. By the will of God, 
they were the ones who brought stability and security to a land plagued with injustice 
and crime. 

They are the only ones who sacrificed their lives, their loved ones, their careers as 
surgeons and managers of billion dollar corporations to live amongst the Muslims and 
defend them from those who seek to enslave their minds and bodies, and exploit their 
lands. They are the only ones who cry for the Muslims jailed in Bagram, Guantanamo 
and Abu Ghraib. They are the only ones who have a sensible answer to end oppression 
and spread justice. Many may consider them violent individuals, but their violence is 
against the aggressor, and those who support the aggressor, never directed 
intentionally at the undeserving. America and the world may call them terrorists, but 
many Muslims including Muslim youth in the West think of them as a warm sun, rising 
at the end of a dark and stormy night, and the heralds of a new era of justice, freedom, 
and prosperity under the banner of Islam. 
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